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The use of the country house in the future

The future use of the historical country house Huis Landfort at Megchelen (Oude IJsselstreek, Gelderland)
and the way in which the Landfort Heritage Foundation (sEL) wants to manage it, cannot be determined
without knowing and considering the history of the country house. After all Huis Landfort, as we know
it today, is the fruit of all the efforts and care the former generations put into it, but also the result of
the varied conditions in the time in which it survived. All this put together determined the form and
the quality of this country house. Numerous elements of the past can be useful for the future. By giving
attention to history the past and the future remain connected.
To define an adequate policy plan for Huis Landfort we will first give an outline of her long past.
Furthermore this policy plan also includes ideas and projects motivated by circumstances and topics
of the present. sEL has drawn up this policy plan based on all these elements put together, aiming to
preserve the historical country house in a useful and sound way.
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A brief historic outline un till 1823

The documented history of Huis Landfort starts in 1434.
In that year the house is mentioned for the first time in a
document of conveyance. In this document the house is
called Lanckvoort. This indicates that it was built near a
ford in the Oude IJssel. Although Huis Landfort is situated
near the border of what is nowadays The Netherlands and
Germany, it suffered barely during the whole period under
pillages or wars. It is possible that this good luck was due
to the vicinity of the principality of Anholt belonging to
the leading aristocratic family Zu Salm-Salm. These princes
possessed also feudal rights in Megchelen. This could
explain why the borders have never been changed.
In 1945 Huis Landfort did suffer serious damage. In the last
days of World War II there was serious fighting between

German troops withdrawing and Allied fighting units.
During this period much of the monumental heritage in the
village of Gendringen was affected or ruined. Huis Landfort
was also damaged considerably.
Insolvent owners played a more important part in the long
history of Huis Landfort. As many owners were too short
of funds to look after Huis Landfort properly, the estate
suffered under neglect and mismanagement. Owners went
bankrupt or could not pay back the loans and were forced to
sell the property. That was also the reason why the country
house changed hands so frequently till the beginning of
the nineteenth century and hardly ever money was spent
on maintenance, not to mention embellishment. This is the

Oldest known image of the house of Langfort near Gendringen (1720)
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Design for the rear side of Landfort, possibly by J.D. Zocher jr.

reason why Huis Landfort remained for a long time a shabby
fort on the border. The owners belonged to the nobility,
but some were also members of the upper middle class
(Dutch and German) and some were merchants even from
Amsterdam.

Manifestations
Because Huis Landfort was owned at first by the nobility,
it was called a homestead. That is the name for a country
house of a nobleman. Such a noble house always had moats
and a drawbridge and hunting-grounds. Furthermore,
we know that there were wooded banks, orchards,
fishing waters, and presumably an accommodation for
horses and some cattle. For a long time Huis Landfort
resembled the castle Biljoen situated near to Velp. Like
that house, Huis Landfort consisted of a simple square
main house. On every corner a tower with a dome shaped
roof. Considering the age of the cellar in the middle of the
present house, it is likely that the manor had always been
equipped with a cellar. On this cellar rest two stories and
an attic. Old drawings demonstrated many windows. This
exterior remained unchanged from the beginning of the
seventeenth century till the end of the eighteenth century.

Towards that time the corner towers had already been
demolished. When building the rectangular house they
made use of parts of a former house. Wooden roof timbers
dating from the sixteenth century out of that house,
were retained in the attic of Huis Landfort. Architects and
structural engineers get excited time and time again when
seeing the roof because there are hardly any roofs left
dating from that period.
Between 1823-1827 everything at Huis Landfort was rebuilt
and it took on its present form. Johann Albert Luyken had
purchased the country house early 1823 and a couple of
years later he started enlarging the house by adding wings
that fanned out slightly. This made the original house into
a so called corps-de-logis. Furthermore, he had the facade
plastered and he crowned the roof with a clocktower. The
surrounding park was remodelled into a beautiful scenic
view according to the taste of that period. And so Huis
Landfort turned from an ugly duckling into a beautiful
swan. The neglected castle became a fashionable spacious
country house designed expressively to unite the inner with
the outer. The residents could enjoy a peaceful, rural life
with all the modern comforts of that time.
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Dimensions
When Huis Landfort was put on the market once again in
1610 in the nearby situated German town of Emmerich,
it comprised a generous 16 hectares. During the time the
territory changed regularly due to the buying or selling of
farmlands. When Luyken bought Huis Landfort in 1826 it
comprised 26 hectares. A descendant was able to obtain
several plots of land at the auction of the nearby castle
Zwanenburg that had fallen into disrepair and so could
enlarge his property substantially.
Nowadays Huis Landfort comprises 48 hectares of which
the Stichting Geldersch Landschap en Kasteelen has leased
out 4 hectares including the country house to sEL on a long
term loan. Furthermore sEL owns the Keppeltjesberg, several
pastures, and a villa with a large barn, built in 1980. This
area, situated just outside the boundaries of the historical
estate of Huis Landfort, comprises 15 hectares. The
country house and the Keppeltjesberg fall under the law of
Natuurschoonwet (NWS) (=Natural Scenic Beauty Act).

Johann Albert Luyken and his family

Johann Albert Luyken (1785-1867)

The house of Luyken has a German-Dutch origin. The
fortified city of Wessel in North Rhine- Westfalen plays a key
role in the family history. In this community several Luykens
were town councillors or merchants, also Daniël, the father
of Johann Albert Luyken. In 1810 his family acquired Schloss
Sonsfeld-Wittenhorst, near to the town of Rees, including
the manor rights and the title Lord of Sonsfeld-Wittenhorst.
That title passed on to Johann Albert Luyken (1785-1867),
to the tenth and youngest son of Daniël (1733-1807) and
Christina Gerdrutha Löhr (1742-1823).
After high school he followed higher education at the
University of Halle and Göttingen, where he became an
ophthalmologist, a surgeon and a gynaecologist. He was
also interested in dendrology. In his time knowledge of
nature was an important element in medical and religious
training. After all, in nature one could experience Gods
creative power everywhere. Johann Albert Luykens botanical
interests would turn out to be a lifelong passion. By the
way, the story goes that he, after establishing himself as
a talented ophthalmologist on the Prinsengracht 464 in
Amsterdam would have been poisoned with Belladonna
out of professional jealousy by fellow-doctors. Luyken
would have survived by drinking large quantities of milk.
However, the poison would have affected his hearing as a
result of which he had to retire from practice. The poisoning

was never proved, but it is well known that he was deaf.
It is quite possible that this handicap stimulated his love
for nature. After marrying his second cousin Christina M.B.
Luyken (1797-1849) the couple took up residence at Huis
Landfort. His eldest sister came too. After the death of his
wife he remarried Emma C. Viebahn (1822-1898). After
his own death in 1867 and burial in grounds layed-out
especially on an island in the wood of Huis Landfort, the
country house passed on to their eldest son Albert Gustav
Luyken (1856-1933) and then on to his son Albert Wilhelm
and grandson Albert Carl who eventually had to sell the
property in 1970.
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Announcement of the auction of Landfort in 1823. Purchase by Luyken followed.

Purchase and new development
In 1823 Luyken buys Huis Landfort at an auction at
Gendringen and he pays with a large sum of ready money.
His 21 year older sister Stiencke Christina Waltmann Luyken had given him this money as a gift. After the death
of her husband, who had been a banker, this wealthy
(childless) widow wanted to live in this border region
nearer to her family. With the gift of money the donor had
prescribed that she would also live at Huis Landfort and
that any revenues from surrounding farmlands would come
to her. His sister who moved in, presumably with her own
staff and substantial means, that was the reason why the
country house was set up at such a large scale, according
to Dutch standards. Apart from that the purchase of this
country house was the beginning of a 147 year bond of the

family Luyken with this country estate. The bond came to an
end when the Stichting Geldersch Landschap en Kasteelen
bought the whole estate.
After deciding to redesign Huis Landfort, the German
architect-builder Johann Theodor Übbing from Anholt was
involved in the realisation of the plans. It is quite possible
that the princely family of Zu Salm-Salm recommended
this architect to Luyken. Übbing worked regularly for
them on their castle surrounded by water, their family
estate, at Anholt. According to reports the 38 year old
Luyken interfered intensively with the redesign of Huis
Landfort. With the enlargement of the house several
rooms were created for Luykens botanical hobbies. One

Detail of the ground floor plan with the orangery (left) and the Gewächs und Treibhaus (right) by the architect Übbing (1823).
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dating from the first half of the nineteenth century.
There were simply no means available to build expensive
country houses. For that reason also, Huis Landfort is a
rather unusual building. Finally the country house and the
associated buildings in the park mix elements involving
Netherlandish and international culture of country estates.

Detail of the plan for the warm air heating system by the architect Übbing
(1825)

room accommodated the large medical and botanical
library. Furthermore the country house was given a built-in
orangery.
Such a thing hardly existed in our country. After a certain
while no more plants were kept in this room. A space was
equipped for keeping seeds and cultivating plants. The air
heating in that part of the house with the orangery was
remarkable. This system was operated by an oven or fire
placed in the cellar and the produced warm air was pushed
through the pipes upstairs. To conclude, it is extraordinary
that there were no servant quarters in the cellar. The
scullery and the kitchen were on the main floor, where the
family also had their reception rooms and living quarters.
Perhaps this reveals something of the ‘bourgeois’ origin
of the family Luyken. They might also have enjoyed their
country life without a lot of entertaining or obligations. It is
unknown whether living-in staff had bedrooms in the attic.
The stairs, built at the end of the added wings make it likely.
In that way the ‘maids’ could go to bed without being seen
and so the main staircase was reserved for the family and
her guests.
Due to the extensions of 1823-1827 the country
house belongs to one of the larger country houses on
Netherlandish historical estates. What’s more, the style
of the country house is quite rare. The period in which
Huis Landfort gained it’s form was also exceptional. In
that period there was an economic decline caused by
the Napoleonic rule when the country was ransacked.
The economic depression that went on for a long time is
the reason why The Netherlands have little architecture

The park design for Landfort, attributed to J.D. Zocher jr.

Jan David Zocher jr.
From a map that Übbing made when commencing the
work, it is clear that the lay-out of the landed property was
modelled on benefit and less by esthetical reasons. Much
had been done in a rectilinear way. There were animal
houses, there were coppice woods, wooded banks, farmland,
an old fishpond and some canals. Historical research into
earlier periods revealed no formal garden or park. Although
Übbing presumably contributed artistically to the gardendesign it is possible that he wasn’t able to fulfil all the stiff
demands of Luyken, because after a friend had introduced
Luyken to Jan David Zocher jr., the last mentioned visited
Landfort in the Summer of 1825. In his time Zocher was a
successful and very busy landscape architect and gardener,
who also realized architectural constructions including
several country houses. In that same year the works at Huis
Landfort commenced. Zocher drew, as he did of Biljoen, a
bird’s-eye view of Huis Landfort. For that reason several
unsigned and undated building-plans for the house in
classical style were attributed to him. Nevertheless one
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The oldest known photo of Landfort in 1854, seen from the rear side with pot plants directly in front of the façade
and a flowerbed in the foreground to the right

can say that a number of elements are more German than
Netherlandish. The built-in orangery, the warm-air heating
system in the house, the island with the family graves
and the oriental dove tower are things one sees more
in Germany than in the Netherlands. Unfortunately it is
unknown how the division of roles between Übbing and
Zocher was. Although the less common elements are not
exclusively German, it is plausible that Übbing perhaps at
the demand of Luyken who had spent his youth in Germany,
could have played a role in the ultimate form of the park
and garden of Huis Landfort. As well as Jan David Zocher jr.
his younger brother Karel George, was also active at Huis
Landfort but it is not clear what he accomplished there. It
is known that round about 1825 the garden was changed
into a landscape-style garden with winding paths, charming
canals, wide views, a burial island, and a me-an-de-ring
stream. The eighteenth century fishpond was incorporated
in the kitchen garden with fruit trees. The coach house was
also here. In all, a country house came into being that mixed
elements from different cultures forming a perfect harmony
on Netherlandish soil.
Several volumes of Alberts herbarium in the Westfälische
Landesmuseum für Kunst und Kulturgeschichte in Münster
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Richness of variety

Garden ornaments

During an extensive study tour through Europe after
having finished his university studies, Luyken started a
large herbarium. This collection of dried plants and flowers
is kept in Münster in the Westfälische Landesmuseum für
Kunst und Kulturgeschichte. It is not surprising that Luyken
ordered a large collection of trees and plants to be planted
at Huis Landfort. Some of them rare. There were also many
flowering shrubs, a collection of different magnolias, rosesand flowerbeds and numerous plants for the orangery. On
several old photos from the large photo- and film archives of
sEL one can well see the many plants in pots placed in front
and at the back of the house. There is not much left of the
original richness of variety. The initial plant- and shrub lists
have been saved, which means that restoration ought not to
be too complicated.

Übbing is undisputed the designer of the dove tower in the
so-called Turkish, Morish or Ottoman style. His drafts for
this tower have been saved. The small building was utilized
to keep swans, geese, chickens and ducks but of course
there were also doves. These birds were not only kept for
their eggs or for slaughter but certainly their fertile manure
would have been used in the kitchen garden and the plant
pots. This Eastern dovecot is an architectural phenomenon
on Dutch ground.
The dovecot was erected in an eye-catching spot. The
building is perceptible from the large room of the country
house and attracts the attention as soon as one enters the
grounds. We also know that there was a boathouse, that the
kitchen garden had brick walls and that there had been a
bower. There are still several sheds and a small greenhouse
at the house. It is imaginable that elsewhere on this estate a
bigger greenhouse existed to winter the plants in pots. Huis
Landfort also has two monumental bridges. The garden
bridge was designed in 1872 by engineer Carl August
Wilhelm Luyken. In that period his brother Albert Gustav
and his family lived in the main residence.
The decorative arched bridge of cast iron at the rear of the
park garden was constructed in an iron foundry in Isselburg
in Germany. In those days “Landfort Anno 1873” engraved

One of Übbing designs for the dove tower and a photo dating from about 1880 of the realized tower
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The design for the cast iron bridge dating from 1872 by engineer Carl august Wilhelm Luyken

A historical shot of the cast iron bridge with the date 1873

in gold leaf was legible. The bridge led to the wood behind
the house. In this wood the private cemetery of the family
Luyken is still to be found. The solid gateway bridge was
designed in 1903. It appears to be a rather sophisticated
construction.
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The coach house around 1900

The kitchen garden and the coach house

During and after the Second World War

In former times, when arriving at Huis Landfort, one
arrived, after a ride through the woods, at the bridge that
gave access to the island on which the house was built.
In the bend towards the bridge the rectangular kitchen
garden was on the left side along the elongated fishpond,
a remainder of the eighteenth century. On the north side of
the kitchen garden was a coach house that had a surface
of roughly 13 x 50 metres before it was demolished after
heavy war damage. In it was a gardeners home, there was
enough space for putting away coaches and later cars and
the head gardener also had his workshop and his storeroom
for tools in there. Even the harvest would have been kept
there. Presumably the coach house was extended in due
course into the monumental dimensions it had before the
demolition. The kitchen garden was partly surrounded by
a brick wall for fruit trees and would have been enclosed
by fences and hedges to prevent deer from eating the fruit
or burglary of the garden produce. In sEL’s collection of
floorplans one can find a non-signed sketch of a wooden
fence that might have served as a design to enclose the
kitchen garden. Additional research will have to reveal how
the kitchen garden was used and what was grown in it. It is
most likely that standard and semi-standard fruit trees were
planted here. In the photo archives of sEL there are several
pictures of the coach house as well as he kitchen garden.

In this historical summary we can’t omit the events that
took place towards the end of the Second World War
because the estate was severely damaged during heavy
fighting between German and Allied troops. The last days of
the war turned out to be disastrous for Gendringen because
the fighting took place at the expense of much monumental
heritage, among which the large coach house. It was so
badly damaged that after the war it was decided to clear
it. Underground the foundation has been preserved. The
country house was badly damaged by grenades and bullets.
Oral tradition tells us that one could clearly see the sky and
the stars from the cellar. Despite the severe damage to
the country house the family Luyken lived in a more or less
habitable part. Due to various circumstances and financial
setbacks the family was eventually forced to sell the estate
to the Stichting Geldersch Landschap en Kasteelen.
After the sale architectural measures for the construction of
the country house were taken, the canals were dredged for
the final time and the only thing to do was to wait and see
if someone would be interested in taking a long lease with
the commitment to restore the place. Finally, in 1999, The
Stichting Rhijnzicht took on this restoration commitment on
payment of one guilder. This foundation was managed by
Bob van Beek, a restoration architect.
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War damage at Landfort. Left the rear side of the main house and right the nearly completely devastated coach house

Hereafter a restoration of substantial parts of the house and
garden followed. The main floor of the country house was
the centre of attention, whereas the higher floor received
a more austere, simple lay-out. The surrounding park was
also restored, the bridges mended and the dove tower that
had been shot to pieces (and by that time was in ruins) was
rebuilt in the old style. A plan was also drawn up to rebuild
the coach house with three accommodations in it that
would, in due course, contribute to the exploitation of the
country estate. Although a planning permission had been
issued, the plan was never implemented.

loan of several pieces of furniture of Geldersch Landschap
en Kasteelen came from a donation of furnishings
belonging to the house by the family Luyken. The garden
also underwent alterations and lost a part of its richness in
varieties.

After the sale of Huis Landfort by the Stichting Rhijngeest
to Peter Rutten, new alterations took place. In that time
the country home lost the historicizing design that the
Stichting Rhijngeest had added. The house was modernized
and provided with contemporary (Italian) design elements.
The cellar and the attic were left aside. The objects given
by the Geldersch Landschap en Kasteelen on loan to
Stichting Rhijngeest, like several chandeliers, fire ovens, and
furnishings, formed with the design furniture and modern
elements brought in by the owner, a wayward unity. The

Landfort after the renovation of the main part under order of the foundation Geldersch Landschap(left) and after the restoration by Bob van Beek in 2001 (right)
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To sum up and to conclude
In view of the general aim to restore Huis Landfort to its
old grandeur, establish a centre for the Netherlandish
Country House culture and to create an interesting place
for visitors and considering the outstanding architectural
and horticultural facts dating from the long history of this
historical country house, it is correct to state that during
the period 1823-1827 Huis Landfort experienced her
most important and beautiful changes. The alterations
and extension of the country house, the redesign of the
park with many flowering trees and shrubs, the lay-out of
a kitchen garden and the construction of a coach house
and the fruit walls took place in those years. Although the
redesign altered many things completely, the country house
obtained a new zest and an aesthetic harmonic appearance.
Furthermore the redesign was carried out in a period in
which few monumental objects were built because of the
general economic depression. A major part of the lay-outs
and architecture are still there. Later (war) circumstances are
the reason why the house has few authentic interior details
left, the park was robbed of a lot of its original richness in
variety and the whole devalued. To all this we must add the
loss of the monumental coach house, the kitchen garden,
the bower, the boat house, the greenhouse and the fruit
walls.

View of the canal seen from the entrance bridge
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sEL has launched an informational website:
www.erfgoedlandfort.nl and posts regularly
interesting messages on Facebook:
@erfgoedlandfort

General objectives

Stichting Erfgoed Landfort (Landfort Heritage Foundation) is
the result of a private desire and initiative to create a place
in the Netherlands where the extraordinary perception
of the environment of historical country houses can be
shared with a wide and interested audience. That wish
was fulfilled in establishing the stichting Erfgoed Landfort
(sEL) in 2017 followed by the purchase of the historical
country house Huis Landfort (1434) and the Keppeltjesberg
with a monumental villa in Megchelen (Oude IJsselstreek)
situated in the county of Gelderland. The foundation has
the ANBI-status (Organization with Public Interest status)
for an unlimited period of time. Now sEL is an authentic
cultural-social initiative. The aim is to create an enthusiastic
community that will be responsible for the upkeep of the
country house.
In the Netherlands historical country houses represent
a period in which wealthy citizens went in search of a
harmonic experience with nature. People then, thought
in a more monumental way than nowadays, experienced
the seasons intensively, were more self-sufficient having
their own cattle and their kitchen garden and treated their
environment with respect. Many country houses were
established according to set-standards not forgetting
dynastic interest, and the desirability to handover the
estates in good order for the next generations.
sEL aspires to find an answer why our forefathers spent so
much time and expense on the lay-out and maintenance
of their country estates. What were they looking for in
their domains and even more important, what did they
find? Which aspect of the former way of living in country
houses is valuable to retain? Is it possible or how can the
monumental connection between nature and architecture
still retain its value and importance?
Management, board of directors, fellow workers and
volunteers are going to make an effort to make Huis
Landfort a centre to serve everyone who is engaged in
preserving and managing Netherlandish country houses.
sEL strives to grow into a meeting place where persons

concerned can exchange knowledge, experience with each
other and with experts.
In the first place sEL will focus on a Dutch audience and
where possible participate in national and/or regional
activities regarding castles and historical country houses.
At the same time the foundation recognizes the importance
of drawing attention internationally to our Netherlandish
monumental heritage and especially to Huis Landfort. For
that reason we are going to put the information on our
website in Dutch, English and German.
The foundation is aware that Huis Landfort has a
history with German as well as Netherlandish social and
architectural elements. The geographical position of Huis
Landfort on the German-Dutch border makes it obvious that
sEL will display interregional activities.
Teamwork and collaboration with various parties is
within the bounds of sEL. The foundation thinks there are
possibilities to work together with the board of directors
of the nearby castle Anholt (1,5km) that is surrounded by
water and very public minded and the house of Bergh (13
km). Furthermore sEL looks forward to having good rapport
and to share ideas with the accessible houses of Stichting
Geldersch Landschap en Kasteelen. In this way Huis Landfort
can develop into a hospitable centre for national and
international guests, interested in the culture of our historic
country houses.
Furthermore the foundation is anxious to inform young
people about the unusual nature of country houses. That is
why the foundation would like to cooperate with schools in
the region. sEL is thinking of developing a set of informative
talks for elementary schools about country houses with a
special focus on Huis Landfort. sEL would like to collaborate
with the historical society of Gendringen. The foundation
sees it as her duty to put Huis Landfort in the picture in the
surrounding areas. Therefore she invites neighbours far and
near to Huis Landfort, collaborates with local traditions and
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Flowering rhododendron produce colourful views at Landfort

customs and would like to pick up the thread to play the role
the country house fulfilled for a long time in this region.

The people involved around and at Huis
Landfort

sEL realizes that cultural entrepreneurship is essential to
make the foundation function well. This entrepreneurship
has to contribute in maintaining the country house Huis
Landfort and establishing a solid service with everyone
involved at Huis Landfort. Under that entrepreneurship a
heritage shop, alongside cultural events or other small-scale
commercial initiatives that contribute to her exploitation,
would match seamlessly.

On the executive committee are:
•
•
•
•
•

Ger Vijfvinkel, chairman
Paul van der Vorm, treasurer
Erik Wanrooij, secretary
Peter Pieters, member
Gert-Jan Visser, member

Active/ Operating in different fields are:
Policy plans are shaped and developed during an exchange
of ideas, but also due to events and circumstance. This
plan is the first pillar on which the future Huis Landfort
will stand. The policy plan will be revised and will grow
according to new insights. In this way sEL hopes to create
the basis for a flexible and worthwhile policy to hand over
the centuries-old country house Huis Landfort to the future
generations.

•
•
•
•
•
•

René W. Chr. Dessing (director)
Marjan Wellink (committee assistant / project manager)
Paul-Robert van der Zouw (head-gardener)
Tim Overbeek (volunteer coordinator)
Pim Alofs (project employee)
Sylvia Robben (cleaning lady)

In 2018 sEL will search for managers who will be responsible
for the collection and the coordination of the volunteers.
Both situations will be part-time and if necessary a producer
will also be appointed. He will flesh out the programme
of the National Centre for Netherlandish Country House
Culture (see further on) as well as the cultural agenda
at Huis Landfort itself. That means that Huis Landfort
could offer at present work to 7 people (5 fte). This does
not include an ad hoc gardener. To make a rough outline
of the objectives concerning the Netherlandish country
house estates sEL will collaborate as regards content with
sKBL(stichting Kastelen, Buitenplaatsen en Landgoederen)
(foundation Castles, Country houses and Country estates)
and other relevant parties in this field.
The foundation is keen on giving (young) professional
starters a chance.
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The estate agent, also chartered surveyor, P. Witte in HoogKeppel will advise the management and board of directors
as regards content.
The foundation hopes to attract volunteers. In the future
they will play an important supportive role in the kitchen
garden, the park and the wood of Huis Landfort. Besides
this they will also be active in youth- and adult education.
After the renovation at Huis Landfort trained volunteers will
do the guided tours. During 2018 a strategy for volunteers
will be set up in which sEL will state how the aims will be
realized with the help of volunteers. At the same time a
protocol will be developed: - how to enlist, collaborate,
essential training and termination as necessary. The number
of volunteers will be in accordance with the work to be done
by them.

is important to document for the future generations that
which the Foundation has in mind and what it considers
needs changing. For this reason a documentary will be made
and a photographer specialized in monuments will register
on film the architectural and scenic changes.
Edzard Prent (Architectenbureau Prent, Doorwerth) has
been asked to take care of the reconstruction of the coach
house. The Foundation is still considering the renovation of
the house and the park.

		

Caroline Greve-Geysen (country house Bergh & Vaart,
‘s -Graveland), Charlotte Sloet (Country estate Den
Aalshorst, Dalfsen), Renske Ek (Paleis het Loo, with botanical
gardens), and Willem Zieleman (gardener Paleis het Loo
will give their advice for free. In the future sEL would like
to make frequent use of the expertise and advice of people
who are active in the web of historical country houses.
Art historians and licensed assessors are asked to do the
furnishings and design the collection. sEL sets great store
by historical research into homes and gardens and thinks it

Design and photo of the realized, but now disappeared boathouse
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Objectives in detail

Principal aim is the preservation and
management of Huis Landfort
A well-considered renovation and the future conservation of
Huis Landfort is the principal aim of sEL.
Huis Landfort took up its present form in the years 18231827. Quite a lot of this period has been saved and sEL will
aspire to copy that style during the next renovations. That
also means that the foundation will try to reinstate the
lost garden-ornaments and architectural elements. That
involves:

of the coach house will commence and also the restoration
of the kitchen garden. In the second half of 2018 the
renovation of the country house and several other works will
follow. The very bad state of the cast iron bridge in the park
requires an urgent restoration. The foundation aspires to
complete the principal restorations and renovations by the
end of 2019.
After the renovation and work done in the park, sEL will
commission an office with lots of expertise in this field to
make an integrated plan for a trust for the whole estate. In
doing so the foundations creates a workable guideline with
budgeting how Huis Landfort will be managed and looked
after in the coming decades.

• Rebuilding the lost coach house
• Restoration of the lost kitchen garden with measures to
protect them from deer and the like
• Rebuilding the lost fruit walls
• Replanting the lost orchard with various fruit trees
• Rebuilding the lost boathouse
• Renovation of inner and outer parts of the house
• Making the house suitable for permanent residence and
receptions
• Furnishing the house with becoming furniture and objects
of art
• Dredging the canals and repairing the sheet piling
• Dredging the fish pond
• Restoration of bridges
• Renovation of the park and restoring the original
abundance in tree-and plant varieties
• Building a historical greenhouse for hibernating the
planned collection of orangery plants
• Rebuilding the lost bower
• Do the utmost to turn Huis Landfort into an attractive
historical country house
The Foundation thinks it is advisable to carry out the
work-related activities in phases. The help of professional
people and skilled builders will be called on after necessary
deliberations with all parties concerned and after the
required permits have been issued. In 2018 the rebuilding

The bower (that also served as a bath house). Now only the foundations are
left.
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Furthermore sEL thinks that it is important that more
scientists and experts will be involved in the conservation
of the country houses. In this way they can share their
knowledge with colleagues, the group of owners, and others
directly involved. During 2019 this target group will receive
a proposal concerning content.
The possibilities involving other countries (Germany) can
contribute their experiences with castles. sEL is thinking of
joining up with Vereins für Deutsche Schlösser und Gärten
residing in Berlin.

The entrance bridge immediately after the realization in 1903

Landfort as a national centre for
Netherlandish historical Country House
culture
The foundation thinks it is worthwhile to make the
historical country house Huis Landfort useful for others
who make an effort in conserving and maintaining
Netherlandish historical country houses. At Huis Landfort
she would like to offer the space, the means and the web
for meetings of those groups closely involved, consisting of
private owners, nature organisations, catering operators and
the directors/staff members of roughly 65 of Netherlandish
historical castles and country houses which are kept as
museums. All together they maintain hundreds of historical
country houses in the whole of Holland. In this way sEL
will partake in enlarging their national significance. She
will make sure that a fruitful exchange of knowledge and
experiences commence. In the near future workshops,
classes, transfers of knowledge and other meetings will
be held at Huis Landfort. These events will be accessible
to these groups immediately involved, their advisors,
restoration- and interior specialists and relevant authorities.

To be able to receive these study groups, sEL wants to fit
out part of the coach house that still has to be rebuilt, as a
reception room and auditorium. Per meeting a maximum
of 125 /150 people should be able to attend. For this reason
the coach house will not only be equipped with a fully
fitted kitchen, a reception room with cloakroom, toilets, and
an office but also with several guestrooms with on-suite
facilities for speakers or guests at Huis Landfort.

Centre for the experience of environment of
an historical country house
The Foundation sets great store by the idea that more
people will learn about the stories and cultural value that
are linked with historical country houses. It is important
not only for people interested in general, but also for
representatives of political parties to experience the
extensive scenic beauty, historical and social values of our
Netherlandish castles, country houses and estates.
For this reason sEL is working on an educational programme
for the visitors of Huis Landfort. To make a visit worthwhile
sEL endeavours to make a visitor feel and understand the

The former, more richly filled in garden, south of the main house
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View of Landfort seen from the north side of the canal

pleasures and delights of a country house. What inspired
our (wealthy) forefathers to spend time and expense during
four hundred years in building and maintaining thousands
of historical country houses? During this tour it will be
possible to talk about their monumental way of thinking
and how it is experienced in modern times, what the
change of the season meant for the country house and how
they prepared for it, what changes took place in the park
and the kitchen garden (and indirectly in the kitchen of the
country house) and how people lived then and nowadays.
In making Huis Landfort a country house with a large variety
of plants, trees, and flowers, sEL aims at explaining to future
visitors what the aesthetical values were and are in country
houses, how nature was and is made use of, vistas etc.
In this way sEL will contribute to enlargement of the social
appreciation of historical country houses and possibly will
create more political support for their general conservation.
Johann Albert Luyken set the fashion in the time with his
botanical interests. His descendants enjoyed a carefully
tended country house. As one can see on the many historical
photos that still exist. These efforts are in keeping with the
time-honoured traditions of the European country houses.
In many places many collections and (sub)tropical plant
collections were started. For that reason everyone with an
interest in historical country houses is welcome at Huis
Landfort. Sole request is due care and consideration of the
fragile design of house and garden.

It means that Huis Landfort will be entirely geared towards
groups that come to visit the house and the garden at
request. The auditorium that will be realized in the coach
house can serve as a reception room for these groups. With
the help of volunteers a light catering service can be offered
(coffee/tea, cakes and a simple lunch).The house will have
an atmosphere of private residence and will possibly be lived
in. In addition the house will be furnished with appropriate
furnishings and objects of art. Therefore the house will
only be open on request and with a guide. The tours will be
given by volunteers of Huis Landfort. During the tour, focus
will be on the experience of life at these historical country
houses seen nature-wise and from a cultural point of view.
The most important task is to give the visitors an idea what
life is like at a country house compared to their own life. sEL
doesn’t want to turn Huis Landfort into a museum nor a
monument for Johann Albert Luyken and his descendants.
The botanical interests are a thing in common with the
modern public. Plants for the orangery, rare tree-and shrub
varieties, flowerbeds and all that gives colour and scent will
be planted in the park.

- 21 -

Connection with (local)communities and
relevant webs
Huis Landfort is an important monument connected with
the history of civilization. Situated in the region of the river
Oude IJssel that lost much heritage during the Second World
War. Huis Landfort would therefore like to open her doors
to the community of Oude IJsselstreek when representative
duties are called for. The foundation will work together with
historical societies and regional archives. In this framework
sEL realizes that it is important to inform the young people
about castles and historical country estates. sEL has
become a member of Vereniging Particulier Historische
Buitenplaatsen (VPHB) (= the Society Private Historical
Country Houses), Federatie Particulier Grondbezit (FPG)
(= Federation Private Grounds) and Stichting voor
Nederlandse Kastelen, historische Buitenplaatsen en
Landgoederen (sKBL) (= the Foundation for Netherlandish
Castles, Historic Country houses and Estates). And so
contact with a large and relevant national (concerning
content) operating field is within range.

Interregional visitors centre for interested
foreigners

campaigns in Germany and Belgium with the monumental
Netherlandish heritage as the main issue. Huis Landfort,
with its neighbours Anholt and House Bergh would like
to become a gateway for a German public, interested in
Netherlandish country houses and castles. As Huis Landfort
wants to do its part in making the Netherlandish heritage
available in Europe, the information on our website will not
only be in Dutch and German, but also in English.

Sustainability (economy)
In general people living in country houses were thrifty.
Everything was used, little thrown away and a lot was saved
and if possible, repaired. sEL is conscious of the fact that use
of energy and dealing with nature have to be sound. The
focus will be on sustainability and proper use of materials
with the coming renovations of historical country houses.
Basic principles will be respected to maintain the flora
and fauna, to prevent light pollution and other forms of
pollution.

Use and design of the country house

Huis Landfort is situated on the German-Netherlandish
border. The private-owned castle, with moat, of Anholt is not
far. The two castles have always maintained a meaningful
relationship. sEL strives to give this relationship purport. The
same goes for the nearby museological House Bergh. sEL
will make an effort to work closely together with these and
other castles and historical country houses in Gelderland.
All this is tied in with the effort of the Netherlandish Board
of Tourism and Conferences that is carrying out marketing

The foundation will most probably turn the house into a
private residence. Through experience it is known this is a
good way of maintaining an historical country house. There
will be general day to day management by the occupants.
The house will be lived in and the foundation will prevent
it from becoming museum-like and static. Even so, future
groups of visitors will be able to visit the house on request.
Furthermore cultural readings, expositions and sitting room
concerts will be organized regularly.

Our monumental neighbours: water castle Anholt (Anholt) and House Bergh (‘s-Heerenberg)
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In former days family came visiting, in future, groups will come visiting

To pursue this aim the country house has to be partly
renovated. sEL was thinking of period rooms, reception
rooms on the main floor. On the first floor studies and
bedrooms will also be furnished and sEL is investigating if
rooms can be opened up to create a larger space for small
expositions, readings or sitting room concerts. The attic will
be used by the trust to store the art collection. It is not clear
yet what the cellars will be used for apart from keeping
wine.
On the main floor the rooms will be furnished in style with
objects from the private collection, the donation Luyken,
objects on loan and with purchases bought in the near
future. sEL is also trying to work together with castles and
country houses that have been turned into museums and
also private houses for the refurbishing of the house with
objects on long term loan or merely for advice.
All the brought-in objects (artistic and useful) must make
it into an attractive and coherent whole. The idea is to
use the built-in orangery during autumn and winter as a
wintergarden.

This means that the original doors will be replaced and the
later added patio will disappear. The previous blocked in
windows in the large hall and elsewhere in the house will
be restored to their original form. sEL also wants to reinstall
all lost shutters, replace the window sills with a suitable
material, give the parquet- and marble floors a more original
aura and also make them flow from one area to another.
The lay-out on the main floor will have to be reconsidered
because a well equipped kitchen and space for a cloakroom
are lacking, there are no toilet facilities on that floor either.
When renovating consideration of how visitors with a
physical disability can tour Huis Landfort will take place.
Perhaps a lift will have to be installed for this group.
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Collection of items

Volunteers

sEL has gathered a collection of objects of art that blend
well with the historical country house Huis Landfort.
Objects from the second half of the 18th century and the
first half of the 19th century deserve our special attention. In
compiling the collection (donations, loans, and or purchases)
sEL wants to make sure that future objects will go well
together and harmonize in character and period and will
look natural. In the collection the focus is on botanical
inspiration (still life, floral decorations, prints, graphics etc.)
and everything has to fit in with the period.

These ambitious plans are not feasible without volunteers.
Therefore sEL is looking for people in the near vicinity and
further away who would like to labour for a cause. Their
number will be defined by the work that has to be done. The
foundation is looking for active people that on a voluntary
basis have pleasure in helping create a kitchen garden or
enjoy working in the beautiful scenic park. All work to be
done under the supervision of a professional head gardener.
Experienced gardeners, green-fingers, who are willing to
roll up their sleeves regularly. Not only garden volunteers
but also men and women who would like to be a host,
give guided tours, serve coffee or lunch to the public are
welcome. Furthermore people with organizing or marketing
talents are also needed. As Huis Landfort is also expecting
German visitors, people who speak fluently German and
Dutch are especially welcome as volunteers.

The Zocher park
The foundation will do its utmost to repair the original
design made by Jan David Zocher jr. Based on historical
research the garden will be renovated and the richness of
variety that the park always possessed will be restored.
Flowering plants, various and unique spring flowers
(depending on the composition of the soil), rose- and
flowerbeds together with plants in pots will make it
attractive. The park will be open to individual visitors and
groups at appointed hours and subject to the availability
of the volunteers of the garden. To form a collection of pot
plants and plants for the orangery it will be necessary to
have a historical greenhouse in the park. Volunteers will be
asked to help maintain the park and to help look after the
collection of pot plants.

To make sure the foundation will employ the appropriate
volunteers, sEL is developing a selection procedure and a
protocol for teamwork. In this way expectations will stay
negotiable and the foundation will take care to maintain
a good and functional contact with each volunteer.
To guarantee a good working policy and support unit
for volunteers sEL will seek a part-time coordinator for
the volunteers. He will be responsible for selecting and
appointing volunteers, he will do the progress talks, organize
the timetable and also support and advise the management
and head gardener.

Restoration of the kitchen garden

Finance ad objectives

Since 1825 Huis Landfort possessed a kitchen garden.
Zocher planned this garden on the same plot as where an
18th century fish pond is still to be found. The head gardener
of Huis Landfort will bring this former kitchen garden back
to life after thorough research and advice and along with
the help of volunteers. The kitchen garden will produce
vegetables and flowers to use in the house and for selling.
Various fruit trees will also be planted in the orchard.
The plants will be cultivated in a biologically sound way
without using poison or fertilizer. Fruit walls will also be
built to enable trellis plants, blackberries, peaches and
mulberries. Extra attention will be given to the cultivation
of flowers. Part of the coach house that still has to be
built is intended to become a gardeners house. A public
convenience with showers and toilets will be made for the
volunteers and there will also be a space to store gardentools and -machines.

The foundation realizes that these projects are expensive.
A sound budget will have to be drawn up for the realization
and research will have to be done in order to help realize
this project.
For this sEL is looking for partners. Furthermore the
foundation will make a financial appeal to the Government
Service Agency for Cultural Heritage, the county of
Gelderland, the borough Oude IJsselstreek, the Prince
Bernhard Culture funds, The Mondriaan funds, and other
organizations that stimulate the preservation of country
houses. sEL will also try to obtain financial means through
donations and legacies. At the same time the foundation
realizes that a form of cultural entrepreneurship has a
stimulating effect on staff members and volunteers.
Therefore in the future an investigation will be done as
to how certain revenue models can be introduced at huis
Landfort.
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In the past and in the present: the head gardener can’t do the work alone

Partners
Huis Landfort has a bond with Erfgoed Centrum Achterhoek
(Centre for Heritage in the Achterhoek) en Liemers (ECAL)
where they keep a large archive of Huis Landfort and
former owners of this country house. (www.ecal.nu), sEL
is also associated with the Stichting Kastelen, historische
Buitenplaatsen en Landgoederen (SKBL) (www.skbl.nl),
de Vereniging Particuliere Historische Buitenplaatsen
Houses (VPHB) (www.vphb.nl) and the Federatie Particulier
Grondbezit (FPG) (www.grondbezit.nl). More will follow.

Doesburg 27 November 2017
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